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Extended Abstract

Any type of policy and macro planning in the geographical territory of a country or
nation-state must necessarily pass through official and competent channels of pol-
icy and legislation. Regarding the formulation of development plans, this means
that the legislator should formulate medium and short-term plans inspired by the
ideal foundations of development which are often laid out in documents such as
the constitution, macro-strategic documents such as visions or general policies.
The effectiveness of political and legislative documents and texts of development
itself requires compliance with the rules and criteria that must be followed in for-
mulating general policies and then the program.

The necessary and important thing which, according to most of the evaluations,
has not been observed in the formulation of the general policies of the develop-
ment program, and has caused weakness and deficiency in the realization of the
general policies and the compliance of the subordinate laws with these principles.
One of the most important weaknesses of the laws of the five-year development
plans is the failure to implement the general policies of these plans in all sectors, es-
pecially the culture sector. The purpose of this study is to focus on cultural policies.
Because cultural policies, more than other policies, represent the ruling spirit of
the fundamentals of the Islamic revolution and the constitution. Therefore, this
study has evaluated and analyzed the general policies of development programs
in the culture sector.

For this purpose, by examining the content of cultural policies of development
programs in the 1404 vision period and evaluating the contents of these policies
from the perspective of policy-making criteria, it deals with the harms, deficien-
cies and weaknesses that are hidden in these policies and have caused problems in
their implementation.

Two methods are used to evaluate and diagnose general policies in the culture
sector. First, by qualitative and thematic analysis of the content of the general pol-
icies, axes, themes and basic categories were extracted in order to track its spread
and implementation in the texts of development program laws. Then, by referring
to experts and key informants in cultural affairs, the extent of compliance with the
rules and criteria required for political rulings was examined.
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The number of experts who were consulted in two stages (validation of criteria and
rules and then evaluation and pathology of general policies in the culture sector)
were 14 people and they were targeted and among the experts of the program and
budget organization and cultural institutions including the Ministry of culture -
The Secretariat of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution and a number
of cultural studies researchers and students of cultural policy and management
were selected at the doctorate and master levels.

The results of the study showed that the general policies of development programs
in the culture sector during the vision period suffer from the following damages and
problems, and it is suggested to avoid them in formulating future general policies.
The general policies of the 4th plan have the least effectiveness and influence in
the implementation, and the general policies of the 6th plan have been evaluated
to be more effective in the implementation. Of course, in total, the average effec-
tiveness of each set of cultural policies of the development programs is below the
number 4 and has been evaluated at a medium and good level.

Regarding the effectiveness and influence of the general policies of the devel-
opment programs in the legislative phase, the highest effectiveness of the fifth
program and the lowest effectiveness of the fourth program have been evaluated.
Also, according to the results, the general policies of the 5th program have the
highest evaluation score, the general policies of the 4th program are in the second
place, and the general policies of the 6th program are in the third place. Of course,
all three collections have a higher than average score and have been evaluated
at the optimal level. Also, among the various components of the policy evalua-
tion index, the criterion of compliance with the fundamental principles and the
constitution has the highest score, and timeliness and compliance with budgetary
resources have been evaluated at the lowest level of compliance.

In other words, the general policies of the program in terms of the ability to realize
the time frame of the policy implementation, attention to the budget and financial
and institutional facilities necessary for the implementation of the policy, compat-
ibility with global experiences, specifying the trustee of the policy implementation
in order to monitor their implementation are weak and lacking in evaluation.
Some of the provisions and clauses of the general policies are general, lack of
clarity and therefore interpretable, which is necessary to avoid this weakness in
formulating future policies.

Some of the general cultural policies have the nature of justification, the concern of
maintaining the existing situation and order, and are dependent on the path taken,
and therefore lack the necessary courage to reform and improve cultural structures.
Weakness in relying on consensus and collective, expert, scientific and managerial
wisdom, and as a result, the lack of the necessary opportunity to motivate partic-
ipation in the society, is one of the assessed damages of the general policies of
the development programs in the culture sector, which is necessary in the process
of drafting Future policies should be used from key studies of the culture sector,
including experts, researchers and specialists.

Key words: Macro policies, 1404 vision of Iran , Cultural policies, development
plans, Culture sector.
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Analyzing the reasons for the failure of hijab policies using the
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Introducion: In recent decades, the governance of hijab and chastity policies in
the Islamic Republic of Iran has become one of the most contentious cultural and
social issues. Although post-revolution governments have consistently attempted
to institutionalize hijab through policy formulation and legislation, the persistent
inability to reach desired outcomes highlights a significant policy gap. More than
four decades after the revolution, official monitoring data indicate that approxi-
mately 60% to 70% of Iranian women fall within the spectrum of “non-standard
hijab,” with up to 15% considered openly disobedient. These statistics reveal a
vast “gray area” of public adherence, underscoring the limitations of prevailing
strategies.

Methods: The research at hand aims to provide a comprehensive diagnosis of why
hijab policies in Iran have systematically failed to achieve their goals. It employs
grounded theory methodology, specifically the Strauss and Corbin systematic ap-
proach, to derive an interpretative model of policy failure rooted in empirical data.
Through in-depth interviews with 15 policy experts and four focus group sessions
with 20 scholars, the study gathered qualitative data that were then subjected to
open, axial, and selective coding.

Results: The central phenomenon identified through this methodology is the
“Multifaceted failure of hijab and chastity policies” This central concept reflects a
confluence of political, cultural, structural, and discursive breakdowns. The study
categorizes causal conditions (such as increasing societal resistance and critique
of mandatory hijab), contextual conditions (such as cultural transformations and
competing gender ideologies), and intervening conditions (including govern-
ance fragmentation and misaligned bureaucratic execution). These conditions are
linked to strategic responses-or lack thereof-taken by the policy apparatus.
Among the critical findings are three dysfunctional strategies: (1) Securitization
and Intensified Control, which transformed a cultural issue into a policing agen-
da; (2) denial and avoidance of policy learning, wherein authorities ignore aca-
demic research and societal feedback; and (3) Interim and Symbolic Reactions,
characterized by superficial campaigns and public messaging rather than systemic
change. These strategies, while aimed at controlling dissent or reasserting authori-
ty, have largely backfired, resulting in reduced public trust, increased social polar-
ization, and ultimately the reproduction of failed policies.

The consequences of these strategies are explored in depth. The research high-
lights the production of “bad policies”-those that are reactive, overly centralized,
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necessary policies, such as educational, cultural, and family-oriented initiatives
that might foster voluntary alignment with Islamic values. The model developed in
this study maps these failures across the policy cycle-from agenda-setting to eval-
uation-demonstrating that failures occur not only at the point of implementation
but also in design, legitimacy, and responsiveness.

This study contributes to the broader literature on policy failure and learning by
contextualizing Iran’s hijab policies within a systemic framework. It proposes that
hijab, as a policy issue, cannot be addressed effectively through coercion or top-
down mandates alone. Instead, policies must engage with the cultural, discursive,
and generational transformations within Iranian society. Furthermore, the study
underscores the importance of bridging the gap between knowledge and policy,
advocating for a greater incorporation of empirical research and public engage-
ment into the policy process.

Discussion: Therefore, the central phenomenon of “ Multifaceted failure of hijab
and chastity policies” in Iran was represented with a paradigmatic model in re-
lation to the listed conditions, and it received solutions to overcome the existing
conditions. In conclusion, the research underscores the multi-dimensional nature
of policy failure in the case of Iran’s hijab regulation. The complexity of the is-
sue demands an equally nuanced and layered approach to policy design-one that
respects cultural dynamics, prioritizes social trust, and leverages evidence-based
policymaking. The grounded theory model offered in this paper not only unpacks
the specific factors behind policy inefficacy in the domain of hijab but also serves
as a broader template for analyzing policy failure in similarly complex socio-po-
litical contexts.

Keywords: Public policy, hijab, policy failure, policy making process.
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Problem Statement:

Entering the 21st century, the concept of warfare has undergone functional and
substantive transformation, with the notion of “soft war” becoming one of the
most critical tools employed by major powers to influence the domestic and for-
eign policies of other nations. The United States, as one of the foremost actors in
international affairs, has utilized various instruments of soft warfare to advance its
foreign policy objectives. In West Asia, particularly in the aftermath of the 2003
Iraq War, the application of soft war has become a central strategy for Washington
to weaken regional rivals and manage the region’s socio-political developments.
Iraq, as a pivotal country in the region and an important neighbor of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, has emerged as a primary battleground for this form of confron-
tation. The widespread presence of Western media outlets, social media platforms,
and U.S. public diplomacy activities in Iraq aim to shift public opinion and influ-
ence Iran’s behavior in the country.

In response, the Islamic Republic of Iran is acutely aware of the importance of soft
war and its profound impact on Iraq’s political and social developments. Iran’s
influence in Iraq has been reinforced over the years not only for political and se-
curity reasons but also due to deep-rooted cultural and historical ties and religious
commonalities between the two nations. Within this context, the present study is
grounded in the question: How are the objectives and strategies of Iran’s media
policy shaped in confronting the U.S. soft war in Iraq?

Research Objectives: This study aims to examine the media policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in response to the U.S. soft war in Iraq. It seeks to answer the
main research question: How are the objectives and strategies of Iran'’s media
engagement in this confrontation formulated?

Methodology: This research employs a qualitative methodology using the focus
group method. Fifteen experts in the fields of media, security, and policy-making
participated in the study. The data collected was analyzed using thematic analysis
techniques.
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Key Findings: The findings indicate that the United States, through the use of
media and cultural tools, seeks to culturally transform Iraq, deepen ethnic and
sectarian divides, and undermine Iran’s influence. In response, Iran’s media policy
should be based on concepts such as image management and branding, strength-
ening Iraqi national and religious identity, legitimizing Iran’s role, supporting
aligned movements, and countering U.S. security threats. Strategic priorities also
include promoting the Islamic lifestyle, producing engaging media content, and
collaborating with Iraqi media elites.

Conclusion: To enhance the effectiveness of Iran’s media policy in Iraq, it is es-
sential to establish a specialized center for public opinion research and monitoring
in key Iraqi provinces. Iran’s media policy must utilize modern communication
technologies to produce localized, entertaining content aligned with Iraqi public
tastes, and formulate a comprehensive and intelligent plan to confront the U.S.
media war—both defensively and offensively.

Keywords: Media Policy, Iran, United States, Iraq, Soft War.
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Objective: The entertainment industry has become one of the pivotal sectors in
the global economy, with the distribution systems of this industry playing a critical
role in its operation and evolution. Cinema, as a core component of the entertain-
ment industry, has a unique distribution system that has historically undergone
significant transformations due to technological advancements and global shifts.
This research aims to explore the future trends and scenarios associated with the
cinema distribution system, particularly emphasizing the Iranian context and its
unique challenges and opportunities.

Methods: This study adopts a qualitative approach, employing Cognitive Mapping
(CM) as a problem-structuring method. Through focused group discussions with
10 industry experts, this research identifies and conceptualizes the future trends
in Iran’s cinema distribution system. The cognitive mapping technique allowed
for the development of a graphical conceptual model depicting the relationships
between trends, scenarios, and their interconnections.

Results: The study’s findings reveal five key predictable trends: (1) changes in
the nature of service delivery, (2) strengthening strategies for audience attraction
and loyalty, (3) infrastructural transformations, (4) evolution in content types, and
(5) shifts in distribution channels. These trends are expected to significantly shape
the future of cinema distribution in Iran, offering insights into potential scenarios
and challenges. Additionally, the study highlights how these trends interact and
overlap, creating a complex web of opportunities and obstacles for stakeholders.
Conclusion: The results underline the importance of strategic foresight and plan-
ning for cinema policymakers and managers. By understanding these trends and
their interrelations, stakeholders can better prepare for future changes and devel-
op adaptive strategies to maintain competitiveness in the rapidly evolving enter-
tainment landscape. The detailed relationships and interactions between the five
identified trends are presented in the concluding sections of this research, offering
actionable insights for practical application in Iran’s cinema distribution system.
Keywords: Future Trends, Cinema, Entertainment Industry, Distribution System,
Cognitive Mapping.
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Extended Abstract

Introducion:In today’s world, media plays a vital role in attracting public at-
tention and influencing social behavior. Charitable organizations, in order to sus-
tain themselves and ensure public participation, must utilize media and modern
marketing tools. The “Bricks for Paradise” campaign, initiated by Hamrah Aval,
aimed to collect public donations for the construction of the Hazrat Zahra (SA)
prayer hall in Najaf Ashraf. This campaign is a prominent example of blending
commercial marketing strategies with social and religious goals. The study seeks
to analyze the campaign using Philip Kotler’s social marketing theory to under-
stand how marketing tactics can drive social behavior and charitable engagement.
Methods: This research adopts a qualitative case study approach, focusing on
the “Bricks for Paradise” campaign. The study utilizes Philip Kotler’s social mar-
keting framework, particularly the 4P model (product, price, place, promotion),
to evaluate the campaign’s strategy and effectiveness. Data sources include cam-
paign materials, media content, public engagement metrics, and expert analysis of
marketing tools used.

Results: Digital tools, value-added services (VAS), and religious communications
fostered deep public engagement and trust. The emotional and cultural resonance
of the campaign led to widespread participation.

Discussion: The “Bricks for Paradise” campaign demonstrates how commercial
marketing techniques can be adapted to serve charitable and social purposes. By
appealing to religious-cultural emotions and integrating emotional marketing with
digital tools, the campaign not only achieved financial goals but also influenced
social behavior positively. It set a precedent for future charitable initiatives in
Iran, inspiring similar campaigns with comparable models. The successful use of
Kotler’s theory in this context confirms the relevance of social marketing in faith-
based charitable activities.

Keywords: New Marketing, Charity, Advertising Campaign, Social Advertising,
Modern Advertising Tools.
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1. Unstructured Supplementary Service Data



: ["‘]j‘fﬁ;’ :‘5:)_,4:4;.!\.1:./.1 5):*";“‘)’*:’4?;5:’\:’)‘}\:’

S pia) 0 pdlel s o) 2 A8 e el (acu e Shyp D ey sa
23 i SS Ol 4o Ol VY e b allygy el L de il g e Jsl ol e
(@) o oepllnsl @ o o Dl 53 () el ol Ol L
VAS alslw bl o 9555 o0 il p Yool paode ol S Jb>)s (L5 5 ot
€l S pte Sles Sl ats ) poty 3o ol (Sl ez U o asta
o)lod jm5as) ol Jslhoin o 5 B 5 a1, LS 55 By 2l 38 e

.J)‘JOM(W)UQW&%&J%%QBMJ(T

a oo

SN s
olegy Hl=2 Ve

Fog el pdiie ey .\'Jg.':«
J‘ﬁmﬂ‘}%&tﬁ))bw‘ .0

C/)\,/:j'/, Ot ol s wdse O/W OS5 el o o35 55503 05 L -’JJ)/;»:*%M )
05 os V) S22 SBGNSS o Dy 508 izean ol et JB kil o0 5 o

ot Olblies 535 5 dts oy sups B S o oSis Wadiliny 53 09, ol -l ol )
LS ol pladl Gl Sl Lo gy 31 2o e

/ 055, o) L5 5l Cudlid 5 1S ) abs w55 ot Sl p obeis o s

i s slay 3o L (lads e (gl i) Ol s Oals 5 SiSS



(o sale allic |

059 b ,ia Ll 5 glas g oledbl gy ol 53 558 0 Ui (09,
Alay (B oSs i A5 553 5 S Olblies Bty S o amie lo g3 &y ot
Pt S5l 5 Silmslanel cdlad G slaml L SIS ol (Folend i saad)
) ol o slad iy 0 L Vo 30 el ol on L ble
Ml s L e lie a0 (5 2oy S 5 d0ls 18 63 0l 2 3 48 A8 e
Shutiaws 55 GRSl 5h Ol eme s A1 8 o0 ST (ol ¢ mizman s o OLES
el g a8 o sloul i HLbl > o ga (oledbl paldos Sl syl
355 ade iy 085 o oz GLacalT 0ds L oL oa bl 4755
el gy ol STy ol Ol as w5 Lo3s 5l ol Jlazirl azeigs
s Golone slandsn 5 ) e G MS b w Sla eSSl sl (slnods 5 3
5483 Gl 1 s b 0L stie 5 QLIS s s slazel U5 553 o ealinal (53Luw 4

A8 radas 055 1 Cndth g dn o |y Ll

o1l e g pafer Jobd Jwo) @ Sl T AF s Coluw 4(f) Jo O pas ol py drwgl & 4k

i Joli

gV Colug i l) Cad
:\5ﬁ,|fl,t_,,a,:AVRb- JS ol g e s
c,.,;.wr»- Cols 4 wlsls” .C,.,:.\viu Coles 4 o) 00
.c,.};.YYM- [ :_;L,,tww,_s,m\;_;ﬁ

e AR ol i Oy eilege

S e PR Colen g iwlss0g 5 (22 Gl s
c.,—‘ﬁ‘\""-l—*‘—-wix-i'eﬁh

s c,.):.\r/\/\»;,-.t.a 4 1 il slaliad

o VA Sl 1855 S b 5an Dbl Oz Lo
G AT ol & 2(0) arblall 2l e o8
AT ol I L s

g o Sl g tas e SILLI 5L Gl

Ol ol 55 lmndd il LS o Ll LW S

3363 /Jj_b@jzj\swwh_g\j)jm&_maou:l;)aw)&_:;ﬁo_j\
Ml w5 (651 (gl S 2 5 SOl Glwseslu Libs kb mls

b bl G ol a8 b s el oslenul J s s s S peslioul prexr el

Llsy o550 53 SSS ol 3l bl 5 gty 2T 5 S (6 Skl

1. Crowdfunding

9o c)La_ib
Ve o lwos



: [...]jﬁx :‘s.sJyNU:.o ??ﬁ‘)é.&f#&lﬁ)‘}‘.}

Sl (o) Sl 55 sdmie gl i,158 HLasl . dieS asliul s gas
3110 500 s ol 53 (F oyl 1 gaaD) (6, guad (sl o)lS Ll 5 o oS
5ol sl GLAN Gl sy (2l o sas ol 5 oo LS o b B

el i 3155

Ol 839 2 oSS L3 51 (5 s 218 LA ¥ JSs

/ ) L gla 3l s F
L/)"/;ﬁj 4055 0Ll 4y Sl syl gl Lol edod |l (203 s SG 03 i i 0
@1}@ ‘)LL;)J .k_::;uiw U:”_iﬁ? QL>-|J.19 90l 3 gden r)L..«:‘ BE) augﬁ.jﬁ} ‘_gLAuJ:L}L;
Sla Sis (0 03 IS 3wl OLb s S5t il (gl o dodr Lo j3lsl o

>

\f.\’oL;“;L; LS‘J—.’ éL&.}‘)} Cj_.b}o 4._: L\_.w ) g Y"\ 4_;“)) J._M:)L_;OJ_E 4_: OTJ_E 9 f)&_..d‘ )J él_l:..:‘
u—i.."; uj:bl_:)) 4S o d_iesls Iy oj_ﬁ..: 0 gt Y20 41:‘[)3 9 ouoju\ ((.L‘a}\.lé- CA—.:‘Lﬁp)



(o sale allic |

Gl wle w5 g 3l 5d8L Cosl e GLSH oDl losl 5 (das e 11
ol S s ol 5 el s il els Ao slas a5 5 oo, 5T s O 2L
o s 38l Olbles am Sl (Gl prebe 5 e L S
G 1y O ol BLBN WU 55 31 6ol 3md 5 (el i B 5o 03 10 (gLaSLS
o)‘.\_"mL;Z?) ‘)Td_scm_m;} °'>J5v—"“>.£’ ‘)J}J&.«f@\)’bd“bdﬁl QLJ:L;;A
A il G bt (1 S

‘u&‘s(,_@;,» L eSHlis (gilw wsadod Ol e o s 5o SST o
ijQ)HMJWQS)mLJ&Ach&ﬁJJU_j\)JJ}.J:Lspc\:'a-u((
0 SOl e 3 9 s 6 OTW‘)&)\K;\WU)H& osls lis SGb
SaS uile) (o0l p g S aSTs s oo IO | il SIS (il Sl i
Ol S5 wilu 5o 2T S5 wile) (b 5 rgmale JSo a0 (S8 s
Dedosly ol

S5 V) sl IS S, S ol ) 384 3L g ol s ool mesdls
53 5% i B 3 (s 0l ol 5 B plrel SUILe wlze i o 0UT
&L\S)umv\_"):aUOMQL&‘wﬁJUﬁ)@)J&ﬁ&i@dw‘qubE’)|

(30 V) s SUS lacolS oo
23 455,80 GLaciSS 5 S ol Jodod 40 0153 O el 2 o8 omlin 51 S0
L s (pizmas 5 (53lme (slad 3 S ol oy ol somnns (518 35 il O
Ol § goman sl u;ﬁlfo_j\); sl 0l ey g ol OS] (st_j\).s
SRRV LE R W | LA DX R G PR G- S = o lad) (s
Ll alls oo b Blod g Lac S ol iaman )55 0 ol a0 (i
oul (gl

Slom s 5u3) il (551 S 3l e3liul Lag IS ol 185 51 S
SUls 53 0358 bty 45 S 5 6 0l 5l (5,800 L Lasis ol (O
(e S 5 Frmwsn 325 SN G ) 555 s eoll ()l

1. Concrete Visualization of Contribution




| [+ ] isoose andlan € i ol o bk L1504

JQSLMJJQﬁéuc&SgébﬁUﬁh¢$;§trp¢4p>¢%ugj
. C - - Soa - . 2
e Sl kS SlacdSTalad 3 () pmee ply 025531 8051 wleds G b 5l s >
(V3 70)L¢.~:J_J_5L~43) CM\C,SWLSL&M_} LN\..:UA

GBS 2 4b 3 aygise Ly 0lg 5,0 gl o188 (iS yLlko 0O ODQ 000 "a
i S a0 0y w095 1 10 e3lja 15 b g by 6l Lo ] @3 dobolS s pain 3 isanss
1032 2192 3 (lal ol plin) bl &y > (L undh il 33 ¥ ' £ L

¥
o

~

gl g (sl oule) e & pua> ailjg, Clay

9 ;:._"~ “’JQV'

e w.;,-,@ ARAA

aparat.com/Hamrahe.aval

C)J—-sb-? ‘_)l;_..w‘:: ul.&d&\ ))_‘ZLSAJ\J_{; A;,\_:Ku_j‘).} u,a:u\_fba v_:.hu.A)‘ oslaul
Qc&f)wé\ﬁ&u;ﬂ)&@ (C)JL’QJ'*A’(J-’)‘)-?"‘—.’UL‘:"}(J)wu
(4 /\o)L«_j:J_j}Lp_"») Jx—ng&_j‘}};) b;,_lal;r.ow.lb.,\ﬁga_b\}oc\_{e.i_.;rbu\w




sy ol Ul |

0 e <Ol Samaid ol § gl el Jioled 4 §Lbbe § 208
SLaOKGs 3 3l o 0sdle 55 o i o Lo IS (0l 50 Sop8 o 550
b3 slac i oror (Sloge ol Cilides glacoai sz Dol (ol
s glresy 53 1) i ol Oleblus o ols ol 0 o b 51 5 9,505 ol 4
O sl ) s wp olazl 5

gr:.lfmjh)b Juf; oﬂ;@\ﬂdbﬁﬂ\.:j C_'A:vb) &S)‘ .,\JJ;&W LA;”,:.\SU.:\
CIB 3 1y Srog ool oo Sl (50 355 0550l 5 Litteat 3 55 Ol olgy Sl s 513l
Mduwﬁ@‘fdbo)ﬁ“éﬁf‘j))‘j‘(\\O)wﬁ‘}-wa:’) W\jL&I‘?‘
wogdoes sl Basdosls Juled o hom nlostll 0lbls aad 5 eloza
J}“:"’JL“:‘"}W‘w“"gfprﬁ&i

e SUlS S 53 ool sty 5 Cilides slacand go Gl V) K2




| [+ ] isoose andlan € i ol o bk L1504

S St
L 5ol (=il L s 51 550 gl 305 0L (el Sl pbeisn g
Les s Lt sl bl apmel (Lis s ol Sl i 5 seloa] Gilual
Sleslaul Lemul sl Juo @5 el ST 4o 4l 0353 sed 3 gdmen siew Dl o
L L das e 05l Lo i 4 0 3 SAiSS (6,255 0 5 (55l bl s
ot 3510 lacslos g | Lagl oLl 53 glnebl 5 able glads gy sl
Aol Laa o 5o (bbb GBS elead bbb ol Cpmlyr o Sl s
Ogzme e, ol LIS 58700 e )l Bl o 4 sl gLajbdy i
Sl S (fs 5 O comad (gmamen) 4P Jis Sloslinud L (55l (—LolSL
PERN TP PO N U PO UCPS FOS JUTE L PV 97 S VL SO PN Y3 | W Lv s
SIS 5 (ke S ol DLl s iledes slaslpl Sl e s ()
oo lol g Sl eslisal 5 (VAS) 635351 35,0 colads azile  obobL  Jbses
@t Sl oSl Lalil ol cculed i azb So g S50 Joalal slaal (61 o
703 7S Qb (oS Gl ya L 5 Sl slahs) L L diS o SLoS Lagy o5
S Ol s e

Jo o S8 slanal gLyl o NS0 Lol Gis slanat olsl3k s
Lo gl 03 0 )l L (555 el s ol s ool el il
Sl Sl IS b g e, e Cblies 4 1y ply o 5 U087 58005 Ol S5
S g adslie (b colazat  LylL o sl wlu plewed (ol wlse (g5lusb
e Lol S o ol By < bl Al s 3 a8 el laasl
Pl ol Jdos SO b L5 i o) ) Gblbes 05,860 5 ool
ety il S5 slaepa 3, E Al ey L s es pn S o oror
Dz > SHlie g 15 0UT 5 03 S Ol 9Lbles gl 1) Ol w- L ol
(e 5 el (LSS 3l (5,500 L o mlolil 0 ooy ol S ol 5
Seslial Lo )il bl slanat jlsd, o gz b0 30 cul e ils
3 G o il il 5 S (S sl 1 S 5 S 5 e Lol
Silw S5 gl Sa by e e <SHlie 5 S sl 51,0 3 1) celanad Cd s
oaie 318 s Blns SLedbl a8l 0 g O 4 Blecdtl 5 Ol L 3l 31 oS
Laol als ;o aS 0305 GLES 5 0l e Olbolies slazel J2ol3hl 4 cofs &b g )



(o sale allic |

o Sl 5o 5l il 5 gl 51 plipabl ol el sl s 53 ey
=S 03 5 Hble &) ot 4l (53l Bl Lgsa olblis L uid eoel,
513 AT 51 et ol 4y (e SHlie 5 (Somnon ol L 5 L0351

SN s 53 0ad gLyl gla ) ST e s (sla sy ol
g L Olasgd s als Cbbne o 4850 6ty Jlonad 2l Lo 5 e C b
L oo 5 ciliies (slaos SU SUs lagslow o> b 555 slowl BLS ) 68T
5l b ey 3 s e LB Gl ol 53 Sl (P 5 S b sl
Jeos 53 Lol 155 o o 0 0B s a2 0 az g o oS el
St a3 ol e B o ol SLGL bl o (SLOL 4P Jie
Pl et 4z 8B 50 gl 53 S e s S

HELWEUES I FEPIE I

0L VYV e 5 2T S b anBl) s LY

(S oen 8 e 3 Vas il ) 0BG LY

(a3 Y9 pe3 28 ks ¥

=l (LL Al 50 e - he e e L el o ol g e
) aSes o g i (HLLL dodr glacs B 1ol LS s s S enle,
Sl At Gl odd J S ol o S s o gl b
(tde O pmes slial 5 ol Slesleiadl 5 —ade olulusl o S0 Lccie
S 51 s - So g 5 Sl (MSPL S il 1) (o o S lie il 5
SLa s 5350 3 (SQ a1y e ol il ;805 5 Ul ol o 03 2
St OISl S (VAS) 03553535 olods= 3 aslisul ¢ yizean 15,5 Jodks a5
il LacSiaS gl 5 (S5l )3 pagn GBS LS o al 3 oS e L i)

3 losss GlaghliS 4yl 5 cmed (shye b dile sldols; (SLasiiss
OLE sy ol vl 03, S g5 |y Coblins ool o 5 sbazel o o3 o 2 0
Wl Glaslpl 5 (Ll s GlacssS oS5 L il 5 Lag - 48 50
S ol Sl sl 5 dr 1 olbbes Sualls 5 SabMs s 4
S lacod b s S gladluy 5 Sy (dlnzes S Sl esliul oS
oS eSS 4 i slasle ;s Lol s Lapl b aSTes S sloul Law 5 gl o

Sl 3 g Se e L Wl 5 e 4 (ool S s o 0L inssy o




| [+ ] isoose andlan € i ol o bk L1504

5 Ml Gl s (Ao b s Sladie 5 bl S (Il
Sleslieul a8 sls Gl (et @l o olacis o g adlas 551 Ses 2SS
Jlzms Ol 5 wlest (G5l maly) 005531 20,1 wlads o5 b 5y Jos
M sl eolazel sloml el asly cdoas o Al 3l (o000 S50 Ol 5e L
SOl S amssy ol i e OLbbes o elazard Sl s o (S5l 5500 5
Wl e 45T dma o Bl g (5L S b 1 i (2 S0 5250 Sl
Las o 0Lt Laadl ciaman 358 ab 85800 0 amitalple (slaeds plow )
O e BB e Sz o L)l b elazard (Lol slaadde 5l o8
O Se s i) 5 03,8 iy 2550 | ()l (o)L s 4 s slac b
LS (et ¢l laccis Jiop s el é ol js Il ol
SLasSS 3l oalinl L wil 5 Ol 02 (eende Glslgd 5 Loy 3 S i o
S i 1 0lblis (5l 5 BB (slao g o (Ui 5 (2Ll 28
ol (Ko 5 il (5L el ¢ i ol SLacsls o S ) S
2 eSHlie 5 Kower bt (GLbbs U ible 5 e glad s o,b 5l S
o o2l 02 48 SBS de slacd b cul 0,8 s lanl | (g 5mme 035 ST
Sl 3 5 S0 L dil 5 e L o a8 s o Ol ol b 423 8 )5y
5 om0 5 ST Gl ol o (a5 (sl aile (SUks e 5 03 7S
((VAS) 0355381 135l lads 5 cadd (S b J2e ()l lassisS (piaman
Yoo Sks la)lil 5 gsls e s IS Iy e s LB s I awy b
NS 0l Jslolmon (S pbes <S558 S oslioul ol o i (ol 3 420
Sleslial L Ll o ol L s sl 508 b)) slap sy o o3 2
2y, S1b e Sl 5 lelu, S slacs b
Sdla s 5 4l Jo 1SS 2 (e g (eoade (Sl el oh 5 03 s 2
g ed U o Vo Jlwds o, K0 b s aliie sl L ds
Sle 3l sbaw 5 sl el yan 8,5 6y 3l Idmen (g (6] o plac i
A3 O S 4853 e oLl o rs £) o) & e ot S S
CJ_L); (= VY bewd () 5 IS 5, S oyl L il g e 03 s o) 02
dhv (i ciz pL L gl o riaeen .u@ul;gfjuﬁnrﬂsz



(o sale allic |

(Coi Sl e o S5 s )58 0 iy s Olenl Ja 5 dg e
e Sl gy 4.3.>}J.>=AJ_<3.> Ay Lol as aas o olis alin sla o g 5o
b Sl el SIS 5 Jles (SLOBL o sladie S 01500 5 o
38N SC 131505 (53 50 40305 ST S5 sy ol 30 0 0 o S5 Ls
ool ezl (DL glaadle Sl oS5 aS el 4t oyl s Aol
oLz andlas ol b ol ol 4 S 58 1) Jliaws SLUlS 5 orex Il
aSL o yls 3L e e Sl Ll (ol o sy Lgia Laa 5 4 S das o
1y e GLaKaS i A3 il (e LA Sl sl L 45150
J::L..a BE QTJ.,\_» J‘J_iﬂj L!:“T-’)f U‘f‘ C,\_;J:.B).A Joas (:L>v_>| JSOJMJJ:’MT)KLS‘OH
SN S Ol Aol 5o (UL 3l e ol 48T doas o OLES e - slaeds

35 S8 eslisul s e anillple (slac b 5 g 055> 53 e 6

él.:..ou.i:,bd

.(a SIS C’el;» oS
Sadegh VafaeeNikoo © https://orcid.org/0009-0004-2375-323X

Bahar Mehri © https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9674-6813




| [+ ] isoose andlan € i ol o bk L1504
ds-lo 5 slie

OG5 8l lalllas o slazat Ul 5l 5 425 . (VYAY) eslonsl 6 bkl
oK o5 100,68 o Jsl ol BT SL bk (slae 55087 (VFAN) § lon s3ladases 5 a0l by
olbli)l 5 s

Gl aalllan) (8550 (sbme olia 3 Sl ol (s C(VFAY) (55 e 5 5l oS
DB i e ioles ess Ol (a0 b 3 Chbes o o3 ol5 (glaasl

i sl (5515 g5 SKioaliys Sl e lom] L 5L L(VFAS) (Sohosl 351 5 e« sarhony

Ll a0 101 (Sl dosms haz 5 Sz e L (VYVE) LTl

L sls o
o

oled (IS ol plamzl LBL psgie s (VYAY) (odie plo 5 mmomsdld (5055
LYY YA

Az g5 )3 f&;—\ g;’LJ)‘Jb}'j:}‘ ‘5La4.aJ}4j .>Lu.\ &Lﬂtw: (\¥er) Qb&@) Slgrdos guU,Lé.éJ!j';
SEYZENN (VY 50 o pide i lasles lac Il

VOV AT b0 50 ¢ ez p e sle OUS olozrt ol3L 6 SV WAQ) e oo

(Son gl o)) o S 1 o leage Slls 2w 5L (VEY) (G550 aabl 5 asede sk
YAZYYV ()Y cd:rj:.;’-‘;}d/jbéj&w[hdumjj;/

(YO)A Lu.i?wjﬂjj;; LM&J:.S)S))L&W L&J(\Y’/\\))L@Jﬁ‘&‘« ga)‘)yu

5 Sl e ) Lyl 4 cote s i elaial LLL (VA il (s ks IS
.rla,&;:glﬂj.(gau

o9 255 10 5 (G i gen 1o ) pwlidanal (VAT Lo 55T (S

Lad (gl Jhe (V0T il (Baoslials 5 GBlsgmct) Olodl 3 35555 (odases S Mases co3lpecd
TN Y o 18 (S snnS C pke colalllas 03 ol 33 a0 i Sl s mar Js sl g DT gltal
S DS 53 4 el 5 8 e pehe 2Lk AS Gl LS (VF 0 V) Dle e 5 e oo
Wloy s Dlbls)l sl yoloo coladllao aolilas . (ouas- rbl;lm\«::‘.fc)&fl; 6390 andlas) Lo slin
AQF_VF0 (V)0

LR el 53 AS Sl goe oS (VWY oo 1ol 5 e (515 b i (ool e ST sl e
O3 (V) ¥ ¢t 5 (6 S0l dolilad . i ss Jlosl oo coonls

lees . olazrl_ 05 (6 Ko s 5 4, el (SilSulio 53 gty slas SHS Al L(VEAY) Loy 5l par
.Y'-YV«@RJ}A/}J}CJZA]&A



(o sale allic |
Amiri, F., & Ghasemi, S. (2012). Social marketing. Isfahan: Arkan Danesh Publishing. [In Persian]

Bahar, M., & Foroughi, M. (2018). The role of media in shaping the meaning of charity: A study of the
representation of charitable activities in popular TV programs. Proceedings of the 2nd National Ever-
lasting Charity Conference, Tehran. [In Persian] https:/civilica.com/doc/954427/

Bahonar, N., & Homayoun, M. (2009). Passageways of business advertising (1st ed.). Tehran: Research
Institute of Culture, Art, and Communication. [In Persian]

Bilgin, Y., & Kethiida, O. (2022). Charity social media marketing and its influence on charity brand
image, brand trust, and donation intention. nternational Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organi-
zations, 33(1), 1-15. DOI:10.1007/511266-021-00426-7

Burt, C. D., & Strongman, K. (2005). Use of images in charity advertising: Improving donations and

compliance rates. International Journal of Organisational Behaviour, 8(8), 571-580.

Chalmers, A. F. (1994). What is science? (M. Mashaikhi, Trans.). Tehran: Sherkat Sahami Enteshar. [In

Persian]

Dens, N., De Pelsmacker, P., & De Meulenaer, S. (2017). Who Do We Help? How Schwartz Values
Influence Responses to Different Frames in Charity Appeals. Journal of Marketing Development &
Competitiveness, 11(4). DOL: https://doi.org/10.33423/jmdc.v11i4.1506

Di Lauro, S., Tursunbayeva, A., & Antonelli, G. (2019). How Nonprofit Organizations Use Social Media
for Fundraising: A Systematic Literature Review. International Journal of Business and Management,
14(7), 1-16. DOI:10.5539/ijbm.v14n7p1

Dibb,s & Simpkin, 1. (1994) The marketing case book. london : Routledge.
Esfandiari, E. (2003). Poverty and social deviance. Strategic Studies on Women. [In Persian]

Ewen, Stuart. (2001). Captains of consciousness: Advertising and the social roots of the consumer culture
(25th Anniversary ed.). Basic Books.

Ghazizadeh, A. A. (2002). Advertising: An industry that creates belief. Research and Evaluation, 9(29).

[In Persian]
Giddens, A. (2004). Sociology (M. Sabouri, Trans.). Tehran: Ney Publishing. [In Persian]

Gunawan, A. S. P. (2021). The Impact in Using Influencers for a Non-Profit Organizations’ Campaign
(Which Results in Donations). Proceedings of the International Conference on Industrial Engineering
and Operations Management, Rome, Italy, August 2-5, 2021.

Hamraz, V. (2023). A study of radio functions in ritualizing charitable acts and socio-religious mobiliza-
tion. Journal of Waqf and Charity Studies, 23-40. [In Persian] doi: 10.22108/ecs.2023.136406.1041

Khanifar, H., & Moslemi, N. (2019). Principles and foundations of qualitative research methods: A new
approach (Vol. 1). Tehran: Negah Danesh. [In Persian]

Khorshidi, G., & Moghaddami, S. (2003). Explaining the concept of social marketing. Journal of Busi-
ness Research, (28), 24 pages.[In Persian]

Kotler, P., & Lee, N. (2019). Social marketing: Influencing behaviors for good (Javadi Yeganeh & Sade-
ghi, Trans.). Tehran: Nashr-e Elm. [In Persian]




| [+ ] isoose andlan € i ol o bk L1504
Kotler, Philip A. (1975) marketing for nonprofit organizationz. Englewood cliffs, Nj : prentice - Hall.

Momeni, A., & Bahar, M. (2022). A qualitative content analysis of the representation of poverty and
charity in IRIB’s TV commercials (Case study of Imam Khomeini Relief Committee ads). Interdis-
ciplinary Journal of Communication and Media Studies, 5(2), 165-194. [In Persian] doi: 10.22034/
jisem.2021.305551.1266

Momenirad, A., Aliabadi, K. F., Hashem, H., & Mazini, N. (2013). Qualitative content analysis in re-
search methodology: Nature, stages, and credibility of research. Journal of Educational Measurement,
4(14), Winter. [In Persian]

Nims, Julia. (1999) Marketing library instruction services: changes and trends reference services Review,
volume 27 - Number 3-1999-pp-249 -253.

O’Driscoll, A. (2022). Documenting the changing cultural values in TV advertising in Ireland from 1960s
to 1980s. Creative Industries Journal, 15(1), 17-39. DOI:10.1080/17510694.2021.1878668

Poursalimi, M., & Omidi, A. (2017). Emotional marketing, dynamic capabilities, and organizational
profitability. Journal of Marketing Management, 12(35), 1-97.[In Persian] https://srb.sanad.iau.ir/fa/
Article/810557?FullText=Full Text

Rahimi, A. (2010). A model of social marketing. Ketab-e Mah-e Oloum-e Ejtemaee (Monthly Book of
Social Sciences), New Series, 30, 108—115. [In Persian]

Salido-Andres, N., Rey-Garcia, M., Alvarez-Gonzalez, L. 1., & Vazquez- Casielles, R. (2021). Map-
ping the field of donation-based crowdfunding for charitable causes: systematic review and con-
ceptual framework. International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, 32, 288-302.
DOI:10.1007/s11266-020-00213-w

Sheikhzadeh, M. A., Taghavi Fard, M. T., Raeisi Vanani, E., & Bamdad Soofi, J. (2024). A model for on-
line donation intention to support crowdfunding in Iranian charities. Intelligent Business Management
Studies, 3-31. [In Persian] doi: 10.22054/ims.2024.77031.2413

Siavoshi, M., & Firoozi, F. (2024). The effectiveness of charitable organizations’ advertisements: Apply-
ing cultural values. Journal of Waqf and Charity Studies, 2(1), 227-248. [In Persian] doi: 10.22108/
ecs.2024.140483.1094

Tsadiras, A., & Nerantzidou, M. (2019). An experimental study on social media advertising for chari-
ty. International Journal of Economics and Business Administration, 7(4), 403-416. DOI:10.35808/
ijeba/353

Watanabe, F. (2023). 4 Study on Digital Fundraising Strategies for Nonprofit Organizations. Doctoral
dissertation, Graduate School of Management, Kyoto University, Japan.

Zolfagharezadeh, M. M., et al. (2021). Identifying the dimensions and components of social marketing
in the development of charitable foundations’ activities. Business Management, 13(3), 611-632. [In
Persian] doi: 10.22059/jibm.2021.320612.4084

-. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.






Scientific Quarterly
of Strategic Studies
of Culture

Vol.5, Series.18,
No.2, Summer 2025

Scientific Quarterly of Strategic Studies of Culture
Vol.5, Series.18, No.2, Summer 2025/ 181-205
DOI:10.22083/scsj.2025.474247.1201
https://scsj.ricac.ac.ir

Scientific-Research Article [©Xolel

Investigating the influential factors in the maximum attraction of
young women and girls in the mosques of Tehran

Mohammad Hossein Shah Abadi ‘°, Ph.D. student of Culture and Communication, Bagheral Uloom
University (AS), Researcher at Shahid Sadr Research Institute. (Correspondig Author)
Email: mh.shahabady@gmail.com.

Zahra Shahbazi °, Master’s student of cultural and media studies, Imam Hossein University. Email:
Zahrashahbazi@jihu.ac.ir.

Extended Abstract

Introducion: Since the establishment of the Islamic government, women have
constituted half of society and have played significant roles in the continuity of Is-
lam. Figures such as Hazrat Khadija and Hazrat Zahra (peace be upon them) have
served as exemplary Muslim women, contributing to the growth and elevation of
Islam. Women have always held a special place in public and religious participa-
tion, and their presence in mosques, as important centers of religious, social, and
cultural activities, has been evident since ancient times. Women’s religious par-
ticipation includes attending congregational prayers, religious gatherings, charity
activities, and studying religious texts. Today, examining the factors that attract
women and girls to mosques, especially in active mosques in Tehran in the year
1402 (2023), is of great importance. This research seeks to identify these factors
and also explore the extent of women’s and girls’ presence and the programs spe-
cifically designed for them in Tehran’s mosques.

Methods: This research is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative thematic
analysis in terms of methodology, with data collected through semi-structured in-
terviews with 12 members of the statistical population, specifically female unit of-
ficials or commanders of active Basij mosques in Tehran. Sampling was purpose-
ful and continued until theoretical saturation was achieved, meaning interviews
were conducted until repetitive findings emerged. Data analysis was performed
using thematic analysis, particularly the thematic network approach, where basic
themes were extracted from the text, categorized, and transformed into organizing
and global themes to create network maps. This method serves as an analytical
tool for interpreting the text and presenting the results in a clear and comprehen-
sible manner.

Results: This study was designed to investigate the presence, participation, and
activities of women in active mosques in Tehran and to identify the factors that
attract young women and girls to these mosques. The data revealed that women’s
activities in mosques can be categorized into three broad areas: cultural, social,
and political, including activities such as Quranic classes, counseling programs,
and ideological sessions. The results emphasized that these activities not only
align with the sacred environment of mosques but also adhere to religious recom-
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mendations, contributing to the spiritual and social growth of women. The study
highlighted the importance of women as social activists and nurturers of a devout
generation, presenting mosques as suitable spaces for attracting and engaging
young women and girls. It is hoped that this research, by providing a scientific
understanding of women’s participation, will offer strategies to enhance their pres-
ence in mosques and cultural activities.

Discussion: According to the research findings, women, young girls, and female
teenagers participate in a variety of activities at mosques, including Quranic
classes, educational and academic enhancement workshops, art training, circles
of knowledge and religious rulings, religious gatherings, joint mother-daughter
programs, parenting skills workshops, sports classes, and recreational and pil-
grimage trips. Some mosques collaborate with external organizations and utilize
their facilities to host diverse educational programs. The engagement of women
in mosques is facilitated through effective communication by mosque officials,
attention to hygiene and well-maintained spaces, and active online presence. Ac-
tive mosques create an attractive and participatory environment, particularly by
assigning responsibilities to young people and teenagers, successfully attracting
them to mosque activities.

Keywords Theme analysis, Attraction elements, mosque, participation, women,
young girls.
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Abstract

This study examines the contemporary role of Palestinian women—known as
“Murabitat Al-Agsa” (Guardians of Al-Agsa)—in defending Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa
Mosque against Israeli settler-colonial encroachment. Through “riba” (a tradition-
al Islamic concept of guarding frontiers), these women blend spiritual resilience
with political resistance, anchoring Palestinian identity to Al-Agsa. The article
analyzes their strategies to preserve the mosque’s Islamic character while resisting
Israel’s systematic efforts to fragment Palestinian life.

Introduction

Sacred spaces like Al-Agsa serve as battlegrounds for power, memory, and iden-
tity. For Palestinians, Al-Agsa embodies both religious sanctity and national her-
itage. Since Israel’s occupation in 1948, the mosque has faced escalating threats:
settler incursions, archaeological tunneling, and restrictions on Palestinian access.
The “Murabitat” emerged in the 1990s as a grassroots movement to physically
and symbolically protect Al-Agsa, framing their presence as a form of “jihad”
(Struggle).

Concept of Riba

Riba derives from Islamic tradition, originally denoting military vigilance at bor-
derlands. In contemporary Palestine, it signifies steadfastness (umad) in Al-Aqsa
through daily worship, education, and defiance against Israeli control. Religious
texts praise riba as a virtuous act, empowering the Murabitat to legitimize their
resistance as both sacred and national duty.

Evolution of the Murabitat

The movement’s roots trace to the 1929 “Buraq Revolt” against Zionist encroach-
ment. After Israel’s 1967 annexation of Jerusalem, Palestinian mobilization inten-
sified. Key milestones include:

- Ariel Sharon’s provocative 2000 visit to Al-Agsa, sparking the Second Intifada.

- The 2001 “Flag March” organized by Sheikh Raed Salah, systematizing pilgrim
convoys to the mosque.

- Israel’s 2015 ban on “Murabitat activities,’
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The $tudy employs digital ethnography, analyzing social media content, inter-
views, and videos produced by 11 prominent Murabitat (e.g., Hanadi Halawani,
Khadija Khweis). Data was thematically coded to identify resistance strategies
amid Israel’s spatial and digital surveillance.

Key Strategies of the Murabitat

1. Physical Presence: Daily occupation of Al-Aqgsa during settler incursion hours
(7-11 AM), blocking Jewish ritual performances and asserting Islamic identity
through collective prayer and Quranic recitation.

2. Digital Activism: Documenting Israeli violations on social media, launching
global campaigns (e.g., “We Are All Maryam” in 2018), and broadcasting the
mosque’s spiritual life to counter Israel’s narrative.

3. Symbolic Reclamation:

- Cooking maqluba (a Palestinian dish) at Al-Aqsa gates, framing its “overturning”
as a metaphor for resisting occupation.

- Palestinian embroidery exhibitions to assert cultural ownership.

4. Community Building:

- Organizing study circles (maaib al-ilm) to instill attachment to Al-Agsa.

- Facilitating buses (afilat) for Palestinians fragmented by checkpoints.

5. Expanded Riba: When banned from Al-Agsa, the Murabitat hold prayers and
iftars at its gates, maintaining spiritual connectivity. Others teach Quran online
from exile.

Resistance as Daily Life

For the Murabitat, resistance merges sacred duty with the mundane: weddings in
Al-Agsa, bringing newborns for blessings, and economic solidarity with Jerusa-
lem’s Palestinians. Their activism disrupts Israel’s “politics of suspension”—ef-
forts to paralyze Palestinian life through permits, barriers, and home demolitions.
By transforming Al-Agsa into a site of communal continuity, they reclaim agency.
Conclusion

The Murabitat fuse resistance identity with Al-Agsa by:

- Rejecting Israel’s fragmentation of time/space through unbroken presence.

- Resisting cultural erasure by performing Palestinian-Islamic traditions.

- Treating Al-Agsa as both a public sanctuary and private “home.” Their resilience
demonstrates how sacred space fuels collective survival against settler colonial-
ism.
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Studying the role of free zones in strengthening the consumption
identity of cities; (Case study of Aras Free Zone, Tabriz)

Mahdi Akbari Golzar "°, PhD in Anthropology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, Teh-
ran, Iran. m.akbarigolzar@ut.ac.ir

Introduction: The idea of establishing free zones in the country with the aim
of creating a region that would be the engine of the country’s development was
formed in the early years after the war and in the first budget plan. The implemen-
tation of this idea and the establishment of several free zones in different parts of
the country naturally brings with it certain requirements, the most important of
which is the profound socio-cultural impacts in these areas. In this research, we
will try to identify and evaluate these socio-cultural changes under the influence
of the Aras Free Zone and find out what factors caused such fundamental changes
to occur in the city of Tabriz? Our main question in this research is what social and
cultural impacts do free zones have on their surrounding area? And specifically,
what socio-cultural impacts does the Aras Free Zone have on the city of Tabriz?
Research Methodology: In this study, the grounded theory method was used with
the interview tool. A total of 28 useful interviews were prepared and after tran-
scribing and transcribing all the interviews, an attempt was made to extract the
main meaning and meaning of the words of the interviewees using open coding.
We reached repetition from the twentieth interview, and repetition is the first sign
of reaching theoretical saturation. In reviewing the data extracted from the inter-
views, we even went as far as several interviews to make sure exactly whether
another finding could be added to the research or not. These additional interviews
did not yield any new data for us.

Research findings: The results obtained indicate that the Aras Free Zone, apart
from not achieving any of the initial goals of free zones, such as developing ex-
ports instead of imports, emphasizing comparative advantages, and using foreign
trade for domestic purposes, has completely turned into a zone in which consump-
tion has taken priority over production. Domestic goods are unable to compete
with foreign goods that are imported from the free zone with special facilities,
and as a result, manufacturing plants have been put in an unfavorable situation,
and the city of Tabriz, under the influence of the free zone, has transformed from
a manufacturing city into a consumer city, in which consumer identity, luxury, and

bs luxury consumerism have become very prominent. However, it seems that most

of the citizens of Tabriz are interested in this process and are very satisfied with it.
Thus, it can be said that apart from the basic and theoretical discussions regarding
modernization, this process is inevitable and no escape from it is conceivable, at
least until today. The only way forward is to use the many years of experience of
various countries that have taken this path and to use the advantages of the pro-
cesses taken and to avoid its disadvantages.



Article |

Conclusion: Analysis of the interviews and studies conducted shows that the
Aras Free Zone has caused a fundamental transformation of the city of Tabriz and
has led to an increase in the desire for consumption among the people of Tabriz.
Among the consequences that were expressed under the title of socio-cultural im-
pacts of the city of Tabriz, we can mention the beauty of the urban appearance,
the expansion of consumer identity, the priority of consumption over production,
luxury consumerism, the transformation of the identity of the city of Tabriz, the
unfavorable situation of the surrounding factories, the increase in youth unem-
ployment, and the weakening of the domestic economy. This ultimately leads to
the emergence of a “consumer identity” that is the result of these fundamental
changes in the social and cultural processes of the city of Tabriz affected by the
Aras Free Zone.

Key words: Free zone, consumer identity, luxury, consumerism, Tabriz.
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