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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Counterculture constitutes an important dimension of cultural dy-
namics and refers to patterns of meaning, values, norms, and lifestyles that emerge
in a critical or conflictual relationship with dominant culture. In contemporary
societies, news media and information industries have become important arenas
for the representation, reproduction, dissemination, and transformation of counter-
cultural patterns. The expansion of digital communication platforms and changes
in news consumption have further blurred the boundaries between dominant cul-
ture, popular culture, and counterculture. Consequently, identifying appropriate
indicators is essential for systematically assessing the presence and characteris-
tics of countercultural phenomena in media environments. Such indicators can
provide an analytical basis for distinguishing different manifestations of coun-
terculture and understanding the social and communicative mechanisms through
which they are reproduced. The present study therefore seeks to identify, catego-
rize, and formulate the principal indicators of counterculture in news media. The
study also examines the conditions associated with the emergence and expansion
of media-based countercultures and considers the implications of the identified
indicators for cultural and media policymaking.

Methods: This study employed a qualitative research design based on thematic
analysis. Data were collected through documentary and library research, expert
group discussions, and interviews with scholars and experts. The use of multi-
ple sources enabled the researchers to examine countercultural indicators from
theoretical, documentary, and expert perspectives. The collected materials were
subjected to thematic analysis to identify recurring concepts, patterns, and rela-
tionships associated with counterculture in information and news industries. The
analysis focused on formulating indicators and organizing them into broader con-
ceptual categories. In addition, a policy-oriented perspective was applied to in-
terpret the findings and examine their implications for cultural governance and
media policy. Stakeholder- and systems-oriented considerations were incorporated
into the interpretation of the findings, with particular attention to the mechanisms
through which media structures, communicative practices, social conditions, and
discursive patterns interact in the reproduction of countercultural phenomena. The
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analytical process sought to establish a systematic relationship among empirical
evidence, conceptual categories, and policy implications.

Findings: The findings indicate that countercultural indicators in news media
can be organized into four overarching dimensions: psychological-motivational,
structural, behavioral, and discursive. The psychological-motivational dimension
includes factors such as peer pressure, perfectionism, resistance to domination,
exposure and disclosure, sectarianism, insults, and ridicule. The structural dimen-
sion encompasses alternative, independent, investigative, and critical journalism,
underground media, and technological mechanisms such as echo chambers and
polarization-reinforcing algorithms. The behavioral dimension includes sensation-
alist reporting, criticism, satire, caricature, parody, media representation, and artis-
tic protest, while the discursive dimension comprises news distortion, opposition
to censorship, rights claims, demands for transparency and accountability, and
social justice claims. The emergence and expansion of these countercultural pat-
terns are associated with dissatisfaction with dominant values and norms, social
inequalities, declining social capital, crises of trust, and deficiencies in political
and economic mechanisms. Media and communication platforms also contribute
to their amplification, circulation, and reproduction.

Conclusion: The study concludes that counterculture in news media should be
understood as a multidimensional cultural and communicative phenomenon with
significant implications for cultural and media policymaking. The four-dimension-
al framework identified in this research provides an analytical basis for monitoring
and assessing countercultural indicators across motivational, $tructural, behav-
ioral, and discursive levels. The policy analysis further suggests that approaches
based primarily on restriction, suppression, and censorship have limited capacity
to address countercultural phenomena and may, under certain conditions, contrib-
ute to the development or strengthening of underground media. More interactive
approaches, including the promotion of media literacy, social dialogue, balanced
media representation, and support for professional independent media, offer great-
er potential for addressing cultural divisions and reducing discursive tensions. Ac-
cordingly, effective policy responses require a multidimensional and participatory
approach based on continuous monitoring, systematic analysis, and an improved
understanding of the social and media conditions associated with counterculture.
The findings provide a conceptual framework that can be used in subsequent em-
pirical research to operationalize countercultural indicators and assess their prev-
alence and effects across different media environments.
Keywords:Counterculture; Cultural Policy; Information and News Industries;
Creative Industries; Media Economics; Thematic Analysis; Media Discourse;
Communication Studies.
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1. Independent journalism.
2. Walter Lippman.

3. Objective Journalism.
4. Watergate.

5. Investigative journalism.
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1. Underground Press.

2. Activist Journalism.
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5. New Journalism.

6. Bulletin journalism.
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1. Echo Chambers.
2. Confirmation Bias.

3. Cyber Cascades.

4. Yellow writing.

5. Lumpenism.
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1. Yellow Press.

2. Pupular Press.

3. Yellow Journalism.

4. Critique, Critical Review.

5. Satire.
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1. Caricature.
2. Satire.

3. Media Representation.
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1. Street Art.

2. Graffiti.

3. Rhizomatic Learning.
4. Underground Art.

5. Land Art.

6. Robert Smithson.
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1. Cambridge Analytica.



s ol s |

Aile ol oty L 0T ol e ool 3l a0l 0l gl (omile 1y 5 pmiln
Ramirez,) J=:S oo s slin Jalvs S 3 ol 5o S olanel (s ¢
33 Yol 5o 80 el (glael8zils oL s zils sl ol el (T 45 505 .(2008: 8
=50 hla Sl il 5 S0 el e s slacwbnl ol 5058 5l cnle
.(The New York Times, 2024) 55 5 ol (glasly ;5 5 sgen

s

> Sles el 5 el Gy -8 s S Olsen ol
Sl oL i il g b (BISL O oy 5Ly S5 a8 Jaul 3 55 (Lol
Sy Jts Glanse bl 5 3wl 55 S eSS 5 ol glala isly
Laalg s )lid 5 ey bl baaul 3 51l () m SI8 50w ) Ll sl
(ool 5 el (6 )18 Jolls il p ol e (slad gad A8 o o3l
3 o G 5 L sl (el S 0153 50 Ol ()l et sld LSl uile
55 LacKin ool i siasgylis aS e (el 5 (55 g adilels sl
s Sl ol s sl (o S 5 colana al 5o ol 5 olebil
O Y olls) el

LacKn ool 5 mal st L ablin o go slaylil 51 ol Ll (53Lwilics
S ol (b codla s uiiS e a i |y Lacd g 5, Shas (bl s adlas U
Lindstedt & Naurin, 2010:) 3,15 o 55 1) owbow sl 25 ialS 5 golamdl LIS
DLl g 5 e g b Aol s ol codlad slakla sl 2ty (306
Slasl b SLesl glapl o 5 i (o codlid o 55 sl e el
gl s 5 eslanel o ez ge (0A 3] S e cudla iy g 4l e LoD
Sy o8 ¢ o) SLmslg (s Sl ol 28 dlad ( Jolie 5 4t e
codlid 5 ole pdas ool das s OLES La fagh .o)ls ol an an |y slid [ Sedes
5 sy Skl a8 Jl s als e Kocman sLud 2alS Lol J 8,8
52,55 5 Bles (glmo SOl e Bl 0058 5 193 03155 L il slnpll
Lederman, Loay-) 4ol s 5Lis) coe iS50k sk 0 O LT 5 dS e slael
Lgu&%mg «o sl o=l 5> .(za & Soares, 2010: 4-10; Linz & Stepan, 1996: 21

1Fel 5l

Yey



| i sl 5 Ko jholy sla oL

L s o slad (53l oo 5 (0 S5enily o33l (6 e a3 Ls SLN

(5255 5elyadllas

0503 ol 0 355 Jlasl oz s e 5 40 0L L 3,5 gt Gl 0\ oSy
Slaplls L(YAY DVYAQ Gpn) 555 0o (5301 5 (omnlos (b st LT el 5 el
Jr=8 5 U a3 5 ot 5 Olon o g 5 a8 sl L (o Sl
Gl i Laon sl (VY 11FA0 (Oodeses) Jils o o oyl 3 aslisule gur
OY s olozrl slac Il 5 il G b 51 o Kon b glac il 5 S
analr 55U 5, S 51 e L Ol psa 5 oty o sS4 | Ol il
S it o, Shes ol s 4 ges .(Myers & Lacey, 1996: 21) 4S8 Jee
el olazl HLsd 5wl (ol el L a8 uil o (el g Ol ol
0> IS o Al a1y oS Sl b et e s 5 e glasly o Sl
ool O s o 5 G laiod (g aile 550 slacd b 55 0l
Ol g ‘rLE.', Sobawln gl ool Jle o (gylsl e ol (4
OY oo ol 33 1) (gomany (2 Sty Sl 5528 IS 3l Oloslwr 5 Sluloea
il 03 528 Oyl

edlds adlas

S 3y Ol 53 5 el Ll el 5 Yl sley la 255 5l e e
by e OB )l 423 5 S (S glac 15 ol 55 o)l en 2l lue
Olagmee 31 o5 5 3Lad Loyl (sl ST L Olalcdlite olan 0150 B
0Lz ol O FY IFAR IS0 £ YAV osljdanee 5 (5)Lid) Wiles S lad
Sy 4 Aile LS a3l vl ol glaedid wile ploian SUT 5 Latlus Laol8ils s
= A ) col il SLSL (laind o3l s (e S 515 0l 8|
5 eelaat CTle (gl sy slme 555 (ol sasb (FYZFY 1V ) (OLICan
VO IVEY (s S e ol 1y olel ol (bl sla il §

1. Accountability.
2. Black Lives Matter.
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1. Social Equilibrium Theory.
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