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Extended Abstract

The culture of tolerance is one of the most effective tools in establishing social
security within a society. Its absence has played a major role in weakening social
security in contemporary Iranian society. A culture of tolerance can undoubtedly
contribute to resolving social problems, as it has the capacity to bring together
individuals with different beliefs, tastes, and viewpoints so that they may coop-
erate in addressing common issues. Furthermore, tolerance can be regarded as a
significant cultural achievement in various domains of social life. Today’s human
societies, and particularly our contemporary society, are confronted with complex
and time-specific challenges. Among the instruments that can help overcome these
challenges is the culture of tolerance. Tolerance has the potential to gather people
from diverse intellectual and ideological backgrounds

around a shared concern: the improvement of their own society. In other words,
the culture of tolerance can be viewed as an interactive model for human relations
both within social groups and between them. It is both influenced by these interac-
tions and, in turn, influences them. This phenomenon is shaped by multiple factors
and also produces consequences that are vital for human groups and communities.
On the other hand, revisiting and reinterpreting the intellectual heritage of past
thinkers in Persian literature—especially in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, which func-
tions as a mirror and an organizer of society—can help us indigenize and localize
the knowledge of social security today. The Shahnameh was composed in a period
when Arabic, as the language of administration and high

culture in Iran, was gradually receding and Persian was reclaiming its place. For
creating unity and a sense of shared identity among scattered populations, few
instruments are as powerful as language. The Iranian people of the fourth cen-
tury (AH), who had been a defeated nation, could not preserve their identity and
sense of existence except by relying on the Persian language. Through preserving
Iranian culture and identity among various Iranian ethnic groups, the Shahnameh
succeeded in fostering racial, ethnic, linguistic, and emotional solidarity and thus
laid the groundwork for a particular form of social security in the society.

From a methodological perspective, issues related to security have been studied
in various academic disciplines and are therefore considered inherently interdisci-
plinary. The findings of this

research have been gathered using a qualitative approach. In qualitative research,
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the processes of data collection and data analysis occur simultaneously. This is one
of the key characteristics of qualitative data collection and is often associated with
purposive or theoretical sampling, in contrast to random sampling. The aim is to
develop applied knowledge in a specific field by using methods of logical analysis
and both deductive and inductive reasoning in order to generate and present new
theoretical propositions. In other words, in practical applied qualitative research,
the goal is to solve problems or alleviate crises within an existing system so that
the system can return to its original, natural state.

The present study is descriptive-analytical in terms of data collection. Its data
have been gathered through systematic examination of the Shahnameh’s text. This
method involves a regular, step-by-step process designed to obtain relevant infor-
mation. Since the data in qualitative research are non-numerical, purposive and
goal-oriented sampling is employed rather than random sampling. After collec-
tion, the data are analyzed through inductive reasoning. Accordingly, the overall
purpose of this study is to localize and indigenize the concept of social security
by examining the role and function of the culture of tolerance in providing social
security for Iranian society as reflected in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.

Based on the findings of the research, its central hypothesis can be formulated as
follows: the Shahnameh regards a culture of tolerance, forbearance, and patience
as essential prerequisites for achieving social security, which manifests itself in the
intellectual integrity, behavioral soundness, and verbal propriety of both the rulers
and the people. Ferdowsi emphasizes several key elements: promotion of piety
and fear of God among members of society; encouragement of magnanimity, tol-
erance, and patience toward one another; gentle speech and avoidance of abusive
language; chastity and moral purity; adherence to human and ethical principles
within Iranian culture; insistence on truthfulness and righteous conduct; refraining
from infringing upon others’ property; and moral refinement as a pathway to the
highest stages of humanity. In addition, he continually reminds his audience of
many other human and divine virtues.

Consequently, it can be argued that, in contemporary times, tolerance and for-
bearance are indispensable conditions for social security. By fostering solidarity
between the political system and the people and by reinforcing social cohesion and
peaceful coexistence among members of society, a culture of tolerance can reduce
many social harms—such as hypocrisy, lying, ostentation, injustice, deviation, and
various forms of social disorder—and thereby offer effective and sustainable solu-
tions to numerous societal problems.
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