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Abstract

Introduction: Religious mourning ceremonies in Shiite communities have long been held in three
ways, according to religious precepts and traditional customs, and according to the number of
mourners and reciting the prayers. 1-Meetings that were held with the presence of both men and
women, and the speakers and reciters were men. 2- Meetings that were attended only by men, and
therefore the speakers and reciters were also men. 3- Meetings whose listeners and audience
consisted exclusively of women, and the praisers and exhorters were both women and, in some
cases, men. Meanwhile, considering the special rules and customs that exist in Islam and the Shiite
religion regarding how to display and reveal some of the specific characteristics of women (body
covering, singing and lyrical voices, etc.), some of the roles played by women in connection with
holding mourning rituals are away from public view and take place in a veil of space and place. In
addition to these, there are other reasons for the low number of recorded reports on how women
participate in holding religious mourning ceremonies. However, according to numerous evidence
and reports from different eras and times (both from different Iranian cities and ethnicities and
non-Iranian Shiite communities), the participation and presence of women proves and reveals
different methods and models in holding various mourning ceremonies surrounding the Karbala
event. It is through these accounts at different points in time and place that it can be said that,
while there are various universal components in Shiite beliefs and practices, the religious
experiences of Shiite women have generally been very diverse and different. The holding of
women's mourning ceremonies in the context of the Arbaeen walking ritual also has its own
structural and functional components and characteristics. In the following, we will describe,
explain, and examine some of these components and characteristics, using examples from these
assemblies.

Methodology: This research was conducted with a qualitative approach and an ethnographic
method. Ethnography is the science and art of describing a human group - including its
institutions, interpersonal behaviors, material products, and beliefs of that group. The author, who
is a woman herself, has participated in the Arbaeen pilgrimage in Iraq for more than five
consecutive years (except for a two-year break due to the coronavirus in 2020 and 2021 AD). This
presence and being among the pilgrims (especially female pilgrims) was a platform for
observation, participation, participatory observations, and detailed and case-based conversations
and interviews. One of the field events that received serious attention and scrutiny from the author
of this study was women's mourning gatherings, some of which are formed and held along the
Arbaeen walking route. Meanwhile, considering religious beliefs and opinions regarding the need
for women to cover their bodies more and hide their melodious voices from men, and the
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sensitivities and demands of the participants and female mourners present regarding how to record
images of them at these gatherings, an effort was made to conduct and present the research
findings in a manner that observed the necessary ethical points and aimed at addressing and
resolving these concerns.

Results: Like any social event, women's mourning gatherings, which are held in the temporal and
spatial context of the Arbaeen walking ritual, have their own specific formal and content
characteristics. After presenting an ethnographic report of two women's mourning assemblies on
the Arba'in pilgrimage route and in the city of Karbala (2023 AD), we can describe and analyze
the components of how these assemblies were held as follows. From the formal and formal
perspective, we can mention the components of the way women participating in these mourning
ceremonies dress, dress, and appearance, the way the mourning women present perform their
mourning, the shape and appearance of the space and place where women's mourning ceremonies
are held, etc. As can be seen, the attire of the mourning women, and in fact the mourning women
pilgrims, in these gatherings, whether from Iraqi cities or from other ethnicities and nationalities,
is appropriate for a traveler on a long journey, in difficult conditions, and in the midst of various
calamities... Irregular, circular seating of people next to each other, often without any specific
classification of status, age, nationality, ethnicity, etc., Close and face-to-face contact between
mourning women pilgrims and women pilgrims with women prayer leaders and eulogists, reading
and listening to eulogies and performing mourning ceremonies in multiple languages, different
styles and from different ethnicities, the event was mainly organized spontaneously and without a
specific and designated sponsor or custodian, the program was implemented autonomously and in
accordance with the space and environmental conditions, without having a special and pre-
prepared reception, the event is often simple and devoid of the usual and complex audio-visual
technologies, etc., Among the formal and formal indicators is the women's mourning gatherings in
the middle of the Arbaecen walking ritual. On the other hand, from the perspective of theme and
content, poems and eulogies that have previously been recited by well-known Iranian, Iraqi, etc.
male eulogists, and that are largely familiar to the general Iranian, Iraqi, etc. audience and are
present in their memories, are often used for recitation in these gatherings. In addition to these
cases, the presence of children (girls and boys younger than about seven or eight years old who
were allowed to be present in the women's shelters), alongside the women present at these
gatherings, are considered as living witnesses who are recording and recording the field events of
these mourning gatherings. Living witnesses who can then act as active intergenerational
communicators and influence how these gatherings and other Arbaeen pilgrimage events are held
in the years to come.

Conclusion: By putting together a set of formal and content components, one can clearly see the
fluidity and flexibility of the structures and frameworks for organizing these women's mourning
gatherings in relation to the conditions formed within the atmosphere of the Arbaeen walking
ritual. Gatherings that, by merging ritual forms and combining mourning methods, reveal and
display new structures. In fact, we are witnessing a kind of non-stationary and fluid female
mourning ceremonies that move and move in step with the pilgrim participants, both in terms of
form and content. In harmony with this fluidity, adding to the richness of sacred life, even if in a
spotty, sectional, and discrete manner, in proportion and in sync with the spiritual atmosphere of
the ritual in which these women's religious ceremonies are held, forms another characteristic and
outcome of these mourning ceremonies.

Keywords: Ethnography, women's mourning ceremonies, Arba'in walking ritual, sociology of
women's mourning ceremonies, anthropology of women's mourning ceremonies, holy life.
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