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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Considering that hijab has become a socio-cultural issue in contem-
porary universities and that there is ambiguity regarding appropriate approaches to
and interactions with the status of hijab within the university system, the present
study aims to examine the patterns and strategies of cultural socialization related
to chastity and hijab. Drawing on the paired comparison method and a review of
empirical research findings, this study seeks to answer the following question:
Which factors have had the greatest and the least influence on the cultural social-
ization of hijab and chastity among Iranian university students?

Methods: This study employed a qualitative meta-synthesis approach combined
with the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP). The reviewed studies covered the
period from 2006 to 2015. A total of 68 studies were selected from 96 documents
through seven stages based on the model proposed by Sandelowski and Barroso
using purposive sampling. Subsequently, the identified factors were prioritized
through the Analytic Hierarchy Process using AHP software, with the participa-
tion of 25 experts and specialists.

Findings: The study identified several key factors influencing the socialization
of hijab-chastity identity among students, with social factors emerging as the
most influential. The reference model, which includes the influence of university
role models, received the highest ranking (4.39), indicating that the behavior and
appearance of faculty members play a crucial role in shaping students’ attitudes
toward hijab and chastity. Family role models also significantly affect this social-
ization process (4.38), highlighting the importance of familial support and cultural
values regarding hijab. Other important social factors include balanced control
mechanisms (4.35) and the promotion of social norms (4.34), suggesting that a
supportive and norm-oriented environment strengthens students’ commitment to
hijab. Cultural factors ranked second in importance, with cultural socialization
(4.36) and policymaking (4.34) identified as key elements in fostering an envi-
ronment that values hijab and chastity. Economic factors, such as the resolution
of financial challenges (4.08) and improvements in socioeconomic status (4.06),
also contribute to students’ adherence to these values. Finally, psychological fac-
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tors, including self-regulation (3.88) and intrinsic motivation (3.65), play a role in
shaping students’ commitment to hijab. Overall, the findings highlight the inter-
connected nature of social, cultural, economic, and psychological factors in the
socialization of hijab-chastity identity among students in Iranian universities.
Conclusion: From an Islamic perspective, Islam elevated the social status and
dignity of women by challenging pre-Islamic practices and emphasizing moral
values such as piety, chastity, virtue, and ethical conduct rather than gender as the
basis of human merit. In Islamic society, both women and men are encouraged to
observe principles of modesty, piety, and moral conduct, including adherence to
norms related to hijab and chastity. Within the socio-cultural context of Iran, hijab
is generally regarded as an important element of cultural and religious identity and
as a means of preserving women’s dignity and social values. As an identity-related
issue, hijab is viewed as a symbol of adherence to the socio-religious norms and
values of Iranian society. Within the legal framework of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, observance of hijab is also regulated by law and constitutes part of the coun-
try’s normative and legal order.

Keywords: Students’ chastity and hijab, cultural socialization, social control, me-
dia literacy, family models.
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