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Abstract

Introduction: ultural capital and the creative and cultural sectors are now recog-
nized as key drivers of development across various economic and cultural dimen-
sions. Consequently, policymaking in cultural industries and the development of
the cultural economy has become crucial for planners and decision-makers. Iran,
particularly its southeastern region, possesses significant cultural capital. Opti-
mizing its use in developing the region's-and the nation's-cultural economy could
not only mitigate social, cultural, and economic challenges but also elevate Iran's
standing in the global economy.

Given the importance of fostering the cultural economy in this region, this study
examines its capacities, drivers, barriers, and challenges. Additionally, consid-
ering the shared cultural, geographical, social, and economic characteristics of
the area-as well as the vision outlined in regional development documents-the re-
search explores viable policies and strategies for advancing the cultural economy.
Furthermore, it investigates how such development could enhance Iran's role in
the global cultural economy.

Method: This research was conducted using a qualitative approach, employing
library research methods, documentary analysis, registered data analysis, and
re-analysis of primary data, including interviews with elites and local communi-
ties. The study focuses on the development of the cultural economy in the Makko-
ran and Balochistan cultural region, which includes: Sistan and Balochistan Prov-
ince (particularly its southern areas), Hormozgan Province (especially its southern
and eastern regions), and Kerman Province (primarily its southern and, to some
extent, eastern parts).

The research population consisted of all available documents, scientific studies,
and research outputs-such as research projects, theses, and academic articles-re-
lated to the Makkoran and Balochistan cultural region. These sources were ex-
amined to assess the region's capacities, drivers, challenges, consequences, and
policy frameworks for cultural economy development.

Through qualitative content analysis and thematic analysis of the collected data,
this study proposes policy recommendations and strategic measures aligned with
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national and regional development documents.

Results: The Makkoran and Balochistan cultural region possesses significant po-
tential for developing its cultural economy, including a diverse range of handi-
crafts, opportunities for cultural tourism supported by historical and civilizational
heritage, numerous ethnic rituals, religious centers, pilgrimage sites, museums,
and existing capacities in aquatic and beach sports, as well as scientific and cul-
tural resources. Many of the region's existing strengths serve as drivers for cultur-
al economic development, such as access to cost-effective raw materials, human
resources with indigenous knowledge, the region’s geopolitical significance, po-
litical support at the national level, the presence of domestic and international
companies, scientific and research centers, and emerging commercial enterprises.
Collectively, these opportunities can contribute to regional branding.

However, the development of the cultural economy in the region faces several
challenges, including limited market access, weak infrastructure, social and secu-
rity risks, negative media portrayals, and producers’ lack of familiarity with cul-
tural economy principles. The interconnected nature of these weaknesses, particu-
larly infrastructural deficiencies, has slowed the growth of the cultural economy.
To address these challenges, effective policies should focus on infrastructure de-
velopment, strengthening ethnic and religious unity, enhancing local community
participation, improving regional security, countering negative media narratives,
adopting a multicultural marketing strategy, expanding intra- and extra-region-
al relations, leveraging the creative ecosystem in education and cultural sectors,
establishing value-aligned economic networks with local participation, and pro-
moting regional branding.

Conclusion: By adopting appropriate policies, the Makkoran and Balochistan cul-
tural region, which is part of Iran's unified cultural region, can become a hub of
development of the country's economy of culture. Since the economy of culture
links local, national, and global economies, as acknowledged by Ray (1998), it
is essential to engage existing local and official institutions and organizations at
various macro, meso, and micro levels, alongside developing new participatory
structures such as the social innovation ecosystem, and totally, the creative cultural
ecosystem must be implied to support this development. By synergy of these col-
laborative resources, cultural values are integrated to strengthen local identity, and
as Throsby (2014) acknowledges in her definition of cultural industries, it is used
to add value to various components of the cultural industries value chain, leading

to the development of the economy of culture in the region and the promotion of C/./y

the country's position on the global stage. Of course, the development of the econ-
omy of culture in the region is realized with the support of policies that consider
this region as a member of the unified cultural region network of Iran.
Keywords: Cultural Policy, Economy of Culture, Cultural Industries, Makkoran
and Balochistan Cultural Region.
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