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Extended Abstract

Objective: “ Adolescence, as an important period in human life, is facing many
changes in modern societies. Also, in the process of political socialization of in-
dividuals, numerous groups and organizations are effective; one of these factors
that plays a role in the socialization of individuals is the means of mass commu-
nication (Sarokhani, 1991: 548), whose ubiquity is considered its most important
feature; so that it has also covered other institutions that are effective in political
socialization, such as family and school. These media have penetrated the depths
of society and among the masses of people and have become the cause of an
explosion in time and space; so that they spread messages and information in the
fastest time in all parts of the world (Sarokhani, 1992: 13). Therefore, today, as a
result of the emergence and expansion of the Internet and virtual social networks-
which are the result of progress in communication media - we live in a different
society than before, which according to some scholars such as Manuel Castells
is an information society (Castells, 2001); since adolescents are among the most
active groups in social networks, the influence of reference groups in non-native
social networks on their political attitudes and behaviors is of great importance.
Purpose: Therefore, this study aims to extract a model of political role modeling
of Iranian adolescents from reference groups in non-native social networks (with
an emphasis on the views of experts).

Methods: The qualitative research method, the data collection tool were inter-
views, and the statistical population were professors and experts in political sci-
ence and social media. Upon reaching theoretical saturation, 12 people were se-
lected and interviewed.

ResultsThe results emphasize the importance of understanding the multiple fac-
tors that influence the political socialization of youth, and show that youth ac-
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tively participate in this process and cannot be considered simply as recipients
of political views. The qualitative research model resulting from the analysis of
expert opinions includes 5 main factors and 8 sub-factors: the role of social media
characteristics (content), individual variables (contextual), family, school, peers,
celebrities (intervention), trust in the media (functional), and structural; societal
conditions are the factors that alone or together affect the formation of political
role models of youth.

Conclusions: Political role models of Iranian adolescents from reference groups
in non-native social networks are a complex phenomenon with multiple factors
and aspects. This role model is influenced by five basic components, eight sub-fac-
tors, and twenty-six indicators. Therefore, research on adolescent political and
civic participation focuses on a wide range of social factors, including parents,
school, peers, and the media.

Keywords: Political role modeling, Iranian adolescents, reference groups, non-
native social networks
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